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Police seek info in 
possible shooting

AMHERST – Police 
are looking for a car that 
may have been involved 
in a shooting in the park-
ing lot of the  Pond Par-
ish Town Forest Monday 
evening.

Two people were in a 
parked vehicle when its  
rear window was shot out 
at about 6 p.m. by what 
police say was probably a 
small caliber firearm. The 
vehicle might be a silver 
Volkswagen, Passat, Jetta 
or similar make, last seen 
traveling along Pond Par-
ish Road toward Baboosic 
Lake, officials said.

Police told news outlets 
they had not yet deter-
mined a motive, but that 
it’s possible it could have 
been an accident. 

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact the 
Amherst Police Depart-
ment at 603-673-4900. 
Police also are looking 
for video footage from 
residents who might have 
surveillance cameras 
that capture traffic im-
ages along those roads or 
nearby intersecting roads.

Candle firm to 
hire 400 people

MILFORD – Officials 
with Alene Candles hope 
to triple their capacity 
and production by hiring 
400 seasonal employees 
in preparation for the 
2018 holiday season.

Alene Candles is one 
of New Hampshire’s 
largest seasonal employ-
ers, while it produces 
two-thirds of its annual 
volume between July 
and December. During 
that timeframe last year, 
more than 40 million can-
dles were made between 
its two facilities in New 
Hampshire and Ohio.

Between June and 
July, the company wants 
to hire 400 candlemak-
ers for first and second 
shifts. These jobs will 
run through mid-Decem-
ber. However, they look 
to bring seasonal work-
ers onboard as full-time 
staff members whenever 
possible. Aside from 
seasonal employment op-
portunities, the company 
also is looking to hire 
20 full-time, year-round 
employees.

“Over the past 
10 years, Alene has 
emerged as one of 
North America’s largest 
contract candle manu-
facturers, fulfilling tens 
of thousands of custom-
designed, fragranced 
candles for highly 
regarded brands and re-
nowned retailers,” com-
pany President Rod Harl 
said. “We can attribute 
much of this success to 
our dedicated workforce, 
which grows in size each 
summer and fall to help 
us reach our goal of mak-
ing best-in-class candles 
that are gifted to friends 
and loved ones over the 
holidays.”

NEWS DIGEST Going Green in Nashua
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Erik Shifflett, co-owner with Alan Gauntt of Granite State Solar, talks about the Nashua Solarize+ 
group purchase discount program with the 40 or so area residents who turned out for the first 
of three informational sessions on the campaign. The session, at City Hall, will be followed by 
sessions on Saturday and Wednesday. 

Breen sex 
trial opens 
with victim 
testimony

NASHUA – The now 14-year-old girl 
Nashua resident Brendan Breen is ac-
cused of sexually assaulting numer-
ous times over four years said in court 
Wednesday that she 
told her mother about 
the first alleged as-
sault two weeks after 
it happened.

“She didn’t believe 
me. She said I lied a 
lot,” the girl told her 
questioner, Assis-
tant County Attorney 
Lisa Drescher, who 
is prosecuting Breen 
in his jury trial on 12 
counts of aggravated felonious sexual 
assault.

Drescher had made that very point 
at the outset of her opening statement 
about 30 minutes earlier: “She tells her 
mother that this man, Brendan Breen, 
sexually assaulted her, and her mother 
did nothing,” Drescher said, referring to 
the alleged victim. 

“She didn’t believe her.”
Thus began day one of what is ex-

pected to be a two-day trial for Breen, 
31, who has been in custody since shortly 
after his arrest on the 12 charges on Nov. 
1, 2017.

Testimony is scheduled to resume at 
10 a.m. Thursday in Chief Justice Tina 
Nadeau’s courtroom at Hillsborough 
County Superior Court South.

While Drescher told jurors the trial tes-
timony will make it  “clear to you she was 
in fact sexually assaulted ... repeatedly ... 
by this defendant,” Breen’s lawyers, At-
torneys Ryan Guptill and Marc Gouthro, 
insist that the accusations against their 
client illustrate “what happens when a 
13-year-old girl makes a false allegation 
(that was) motivated by anger,” Gouthro 
said in his opening statement.

By DEAN SHALHOUP
Senior Staff Writer

Breen

“A puppet must always 
be more than his live 
counterpart – simpler, 
sadder, more wicked, 
more supple…an essence 
and an emphasis.” – Bill 
Baird, master puppeteer

Of all of the artistic pro-
ductions I have witnessed 
in my career, puppetry re-
mains the most mysterious.  
First, there is the double 
reality of an inanimate 
object coming to life and the 
animistic interplay between 
the invisible puppeteer and 
puppet.  Add a visible puppe-
teer and a film background 
and you have a story within 
a story within a story.

An even greater 
mystery is how puppetry 

works magic. How does 
an animated figure made 
of wood, clay or papier 
mache connect to the 
audience, make that leap 
to the imagination, bypass 
rationality, and speak to 

the non-verbal parts of 
our brain, touching emo-
tions in surprising ways? 

New Hampshire is 
blessed to have two stel-
lar puppetry companies 
in Pontine Theatre, of 
Portsmouth, with Mar-
guerite Mathews and 
Greg Gathers, and Perry 
Alley Theatre, founded in 
Strafford by Andrew and 
Bonnie Periale.  

At 2 p.m. on June 24, 
Pontine will host An-
drew Periale in his New 
Hampshire premiere of 
“Forman Brown:  New 
Hampshire’s Forgotten 
Poet/Puppeteer” at the 
Plains School, Portsmouth 
– the 1845 brick one-room 
schoolhouse recently ren-

ovated through a partner-
ship between Pontine and 
the City of Portsmouth. 

The word pontine, 
derived from the Latin 
word pontus – means 
bridge. In psychology, 
pontine implies a connec-
tion activated in sleep – a 
bridge over which dream 
images travel. Likewise, 
for more than three 
decades Pontine has taken 
us across the bridge from 
dream and imagination to 
storytelling – often includ-
ing a history or literary 
lesson as well. 

Marguerite Mathews 
began work in actor-based 
local theater in 1977 with 
the New Hampshire 
Mime Company, renamed 

Pontine in 1981.  In 1982, 
Greg Gathers joined the 
company in costume 
construction, later as a 
performer. In 1994, when 
Mathews and Gathers pro-
duced Thorton Wilder’s 
Our Town – the infamous 
play in which the nar-
rator weaves in and out 
of the play – the need to 
portray multiple charac-
ters spurred Gathers to 
make puppets. Pontine’s 
productions have in-
cluded “Cornish Castles” 
about New Hampshire 
illustrator Maxfield Par-
rish; “The Country of 
the Pointed Firs” about 
19th century maritime 

Puppetry paradigm – dancing between realities 
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Student burned at MHS
MERRIMACK – What Mer-

rimack High School Principal 
Kenneth Johnson referred to 
as a “chemical incident” led 
officials to evacuate the facil-
ity Wednesday afternoon, with 
one student requiring medical 
treatment.

Students in an AP Chemistry 
classroom were performing 
experiments involving potas-
sium chlorate, sulfur, copper 
sulfate and charcoal, the com-
bination of which was intended 
to create an exothermic reac-
tion, according to Merrimack 
Fire Chief Michael Currier.

However, the reaction hap-
pened faster than usual, he 
said, and a female student sus-

tained chemical burns.
Merrimack emergency re-

sponders quickly responded 
to evacuate the area and treat 
the injured student, who, 
according to Johnson, was 
transferred Southern New 
Hampshire Medical Center 
for treatment. Her parents 
were immediately notified, he 
said.

Once officials got the situ-
ation under control, Merri-
mack responders evaluated 
the chemicals. They also per-
formed air monitoring tests 
and surface swipes in the 
room, as well as in the hallway 
and the surrounding class-
rooms. Students in the build-
ing’s addition were able to re-
turn to class within an hour of 
the evacuation.

The immediate response 
from the first responders, as 
well as the quick reaction and 
compliance from the school, 
made the incident a “textbook” 
example of how to handle an 
emergency, Johnson and Cur-
rier agreed.

It was a testament, Currier 
said, to the fact that a good re-
lationship and communication 
between schools and emer-
gency personnel “can take a 
severe incident and make it 
flow very smoothly.”

Currier said school resource 
officer, Michael Murray, was 
“very beneficial” in the situa-
tion, sending updated informa-
tion to the fire department as it 
came in. 
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By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Senior Staff Writer


