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 Kajak Sport

 Sunday, May 20 th , 2018

 CONTOOCOOK-RIVER-CANOE

 KAYAK, STAND UP PADDLE BOARD & CANOE DEMO DAY
 on the Contoocook River

 Over 250 Kayaks, Stand Up Paddleboards & Canoes to Demo

 New Hampshire’s largest on water Kayak, Stand Up 
 Paddleboard and Canoe Demo & Sale

 Demo Day 
   Specials and Sales

 BOARDS BY STAND UP PADDLE  BOARDS BY
 Pau Hana  Bic
 Boardworks

 CANOES BY
 Wenonah
 Mad River
 Old Town

 KAYAYS BY
 Hurricane
 Wilderness Systems
 Current Designs
 Native Watercraft
 Old Town
 P and H
 Jackson

 Liquidlogic
 Eddyline
 Perception
 Necky
 Stellar
 Feel Free

 Dagger 
 Venture
 Ocean

NEWS DIGEST
Two arrested  
on drug charges

CHELMSFORD, Mass. 
(AP) – Two New Hamp-
shire men have been 
arrested in Massachusetts 
for allegedly trafficking 
heroin and cocaine.

State police pulled over 
driver Scott Pratt and pas-
senger Ty Fowler, both 31, 
in Chelmsford Saturday 
and discovered almost 40 
grams of heroin and about 
66 grams of cocaine in the 
SUV.

Both men have been 
charged with trafficking 
heroin and cocaine, and 
cited for failure to wear 
a seatbelt and a marked 
lanes violation.

Pratt and Fowler were 
arraigned in Lowell 
District Court Monday. 
Attorneys for both men 
could not be immediately 
identified.

Man gets 25 years 
in plot to kill judge

CONCORD (AP) – A 
man has been sentenced 
in New Hampshire to 25 
years in federal prison for 
receiving guns and hand 
grenades as part of a plot 
to kill his ex-wife’s hus-
band, a federal judge, and 
a former Massachusetts 
attorney general.

A jury in January con-
victed 69-year-old Edward 
McLarnon, of Malden, 
Massachusetts, of receiv-
ing firearms with intent to 
commit murder, plus sev-
eral weapons and explo-
sive charges.  Judge Steve 
McAuliffe told McLarnon 
but for some exceptional 
law enforcement work, 
“you may have caused 
serious harm.“

Evidence showed 
McLarnon contacted an 
arms dealer who was actu-
ally an undercover FBI 
agent in 2015. McLarnon 
paid $700 for the weapons 
and was taken into custody 
shortly afterward.

Prosecutors said the 
evidence further showed 
McLarnon intended to 
kill his ex-wife’s husband, 
U.S. District Judge Den-
nis Saylor in Boston, and 
former Massachusetts 
Attorney General Martha 
Coakley.

Electric Coop, 
union reps to meet

PLYMOUTH (AP) – 
A federal mediator is 
scheduled to meet with 
representatives of the 
New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative and workers 
entering the 10th day of 
a strike over pension and 
retirement plan proposals.

Members of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 
1837 went on strike May 
7. Their contract expired 
April 30.

One of the main sticking 
points was the utility’s pro-
vision to allow for chang-
ing pension and retirement 
plans for lineworkers 
without negotiation.

The union represents 
85 workers. Workers and 
supporters were holding a 
rally Wednesday in Plym-
outh outside the company’s 
headquarters.

The utility, which has 
84,000 customers in 115 
communities, has a con-
tingency plan to provide 
for adequate coverage of 
power outages and protect 
public safety.

‘People’s forest’ 
marks 100 years

PLYMOUTH (AP) – 
New Hampshire’s most 
iconic attraction had 
been decimated by forest 
fires and logging when 
President Woodrow 
Wilson established it as a 
national forest a century 
ago.

Now, the White Moun-
tain National Forest 
stretches over 800,000 
acres in the northern part 
of the state and part of 
Maine. The forest is home 
to several ski lodges, 
campgrounds and has over 
1,200 miles of non-motor-
ized hiking trails.
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2018 July property 
tax bills in the mail

NASHUA – The city of 
Nashua has mailed the 
2018 July property bills, 
and property owners 
should receive them by 
Friday. Anyone who has 
not received a bill by then 
is asked to contact the Tax 
Office by calling 603-589-
3190 or emailing proper-
tytaxes@nashuanh.gov.  
The city will promptly 
provide property owners 
with a duplicate copy.     

To avoid waiting in line, 
taxpayers are encouraged 
to use the mail-in service.  
For a paid receipt, tax-
payers should provide a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope containing the 
payment. The city will 
mail out receipts once col-
lection season has passed.  
A canceled check, mort-
gage statement or credit 
card statement also will 
suffice as a receipt for 

federal tax purposes. 
Taxpayers must include 

the bottom half of their 
bill when submitting to 
ensure proper credit to 
their accounts.

Payments to the city 
must be postmarked July 
2 in order to avoid the ac-
crual of 12 percent inter-
est thereafter.

New Payment Option
The city of Nashua is 

now offering online prop-
erty tax payments using 
Visa, MasterCard, Discov-
er, American Express and 
electronic check for pay-
ments direct from check-
ing accounts. This service 
is offered in conjunction 
with the city’s secure third-
party service provider, EB-
2Gov by Interware Devel-
opment Company. 

DIGEST | PAGE A-5

Council OKs 
asking court 
about voter 
residency bill

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) – The New 
Hampshire Supreme Court will be 
asked to weigh in on a bill to eliminate 
the distinction between full-fledged 
residency and being domiciled in the 
state for voting purposes.

Current law allows college students 
and others who consider the state 
their domicile to vote without being 
subject to residency requirements, 
such as getting a New Hampshire 
driver’s license or registering a vehi-
cle. The Legislature sent Republican 
Gov. Chris Sununu a bill last week to 
align the definitions of domicile and 
residency, but he wants the court to 
clarify whether doing so would be con-
stitutional.

“Every state has an obligation to 
ensure the integrity of its voting pro-
cess ... and making sure that every in-
dividual’s right to vote is protected. I 
think we can all appreciate as the first-
in-the-nation primary state, we have 
even more of an obligation to make 
sure we get it right,” Sununu told the 
Executive Council on Wednesday.

The Republican-led council voted 3-2 
along party lines to approve Sununu’s 
request for an advisory opinion on the 
bill. Democrats, who believe the bill 
is aimed at disenfranchising college 
students and low-income residents, ar-
gued the council shouldn’t get drawn 
into the governor’s veto process.

“It sets a dangerous precedent that 
involves the council in areas it is 
structurally not intended to partici-
pate,” said Councilor Andru Volinsky.

Councilor Chris Pappas said he also 
objected to the request.

“To me this seems like a late tactic 
at end of the legislative process, as 
opposed to a question that should’ve 
been answered further upstream,” he 
said.

Sununu told reporters later that it 
would have been inappropriate to go 
to the court while the bill was still be-
ing finalized. 

If the court finds no constitutional is-
sues with it, Sununu said “It would be 
hard not to sign it,” though he stopped 
short of saying he would.

“We’ll see what their opinion comes 
back as,” he said. “We really just have 
to wait to see what they say.”

He also declined to say whether he 
believes out-of-state college students 
should be allowed to vote in New 
Hampshire. As for his comments to a 
young activist in December when he 
said “I hate it” when asked about the 
bill, Sununu said he was referring to 
unanswered questions about constitu-
tionality.

“I did not appreciate the bill was 
being pushed forward without asking 
those questions and without getting 
into that review,” he said.

State Democratic Party Chairman 
Ray Buckley accused Sununu of try-
ing “to pass the buck to anybody who 
will take it.”

“It’s hard to believe Sununu is fool-
ish enough to think he has to sign ev-
ery bill that is deemed constitutional, 
regardless of how he feels about the 
legislation,” he said in a statement.
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“Poetry is when an emotion 
has found its thought and the 
thought has found words.” – 
Robert Frost

Robert Frost: “Two roads 
diverged in a wood. ...” 

Often, thinking outside the 
box and taking the other less 
travelled road leads to new 
visions and unexpected solu-
tions that challenge what we 
thought we knew.  

Meera Kurup, a Merrimack 
junior at Bishop Guertin High 
School, loves computing and 
poetry, so when she began 
volunteering to work with 
Alzheimer’s residents in the 
Poetry Club at the Huntington, 
she began by reciting some 
well-known poetry to them. 
She was surprised to see 
residents perk up at the first 
line of a familiar poem – it was 

as if they were reaching back 
to call up a lost tune they once 
played on the piano. 

“I noticed they would sud-
denly pay attention, even 
start reciting the poem along 
with me, word for word. They 

were suddenly engaged – and 
happy! They may not be able 
to use a fork or a spoon, but 
they could recite poetry! That 
got me thinking,” explained 
Kurup, who merged her two 
passions to create ALZPoetry, 
an app allowing Alzheimer’s 
patients to listen to poetry 
recorded by their family 
members to bring happiness 
and enjoyment while hope-
fully inciting old memories.

Kilmer:  “I think that I shall 
never see / a poem as lovely as 
a tree. ...”

For her app, the National 
Center for Women & Infor-
mation Technology awarded 
Kurup 2017 and 2018 Regional 
Awards and a National Honor-
able Mention in the Aspirations 
in Computing competition.

Photo by D. QUINCY WHITNEY

Robert Frost (1874-1963), class of 1896, by George Lundeen, 1948.

Poetry, Coding 
and the Brain

Can you program joy?

D. QUINCY WHITNEY
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