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Judge mulls request in Barnaby, Caplin cases
NASHUA – Attorney Mark Sisti, co-counsel 

for accused cold-case killer Anthony Barnaby, 
looked down at the defense table and shook his 
head in court Wednesday as he listened to a 
prosecutor ask a judge for more time to com-
plete witness depositions.

“The process of obtaining depositions from 
Canadian witnesses is beyond the state’s con-

trol,” Assistant Attorney General Susan Mor-
rell told the court. “The DOJ says it will take 
at least three months ... at this point, there’s 
no way we can complete the depositions by 
March.”

Morrell referred to the assistance her 
office has received from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice in trying to arrange and 
schedule depositions of certain witnesses 
who live in Canada. March is when the trial 
for David Caplin, Barnaby’s co-defendant, 

is scheduled. 
Prosecutors have been given the OK to de-

pose 11 witnesses, whose testimony, Morrell 
said at an earlier hearing, is crucial to the 
state’s ability to properly prosecute Caplin 
and Barnaby.

But, she added, tracking down the witness-
es, and getting them to cooperate, has been a 
monumental challenge.

By DEAN SHALHOUP
Senior Staff Writer

CASES | PAGE 4

NEWS DIGEST
Deal reached on  
website issue

TILTON – The New 
Hampshire Snowmobile As-
sociation says it’s reached 
an agreement with the at-
torney general’s office after 
the state received com-
plaints about the group’s 
operation of its website to 
solicit membership sales 
for snowmobile clubs.

In 2015, the association 
developed an online sales 
portal on its website to 
facilitate local snowmobile 
clubs selling member-
ships. Member clubs that 
used the online system 
charged unified dues, 
including association 
memberships.

The association said 
Wednesday that under the 
agreement, snowmobile 
clubs have the ability to 
set the price of their own 
membership dues, have 
access to membership 
sales through an online 
market hosted by the as-
sociation, and can provide 
members the option to 
receive the benefits the 
association offers within 
its own memberships. 
That includes the organi-
zation’s magazine, news 
blasts, seminars, and other 
information.

Police looking for 
skier pulled by car

PORTSMOUTH – Police 
in New Hampshire are 
looking for a skier shown 
in an online video being 
dangerously pulled down 
a street by a car and then 
falling.

The video from last 
week got the attention of 
the Portsmouth police, 
which posted it on the de-
partment’s Facebook page.

The skier is tethered to the 
car with a rope. At one point 
he clips a snowbank and 
crashes into the pavement.

Portsmouth Police Chief 
Robert Merner said if an 
officer had observed that, 
the driver would be cited.

Merner says some 
residents use skis to get 
around the city after 
major snowstorms, but 
adds that what the skier is 
shown doing in the video is 
outrageous.

Plan developed for 
recovery center

CONCORD – The orga-
nization appointed to take 
over one of New Hamp-
shire’s largest drug treat-
ment centers is close to 
deciding which programs 
it will continue and which 
will be picked up by other 
providers.

Families in Transition 
was appointed to take 
over Serenity Place in 
Manchester last month 
after the nonprofit center 
was put into receivership 
due to financial problems. 
Health and Human Servic-
es Commissioner Jeffrey 
Meyers said Wednesday 
a transition plan his office 
helped develop would be 
presented to Families in 
Transition’s board of direc-
tors for approval later 
Wednesday night.

The plan calls for the 
organization to continue 
offering crisis respite ser-
vices and two transitional 
housing programs. The 
state is working to transi-
tion about half a dozen 
other programs to other 
groups, Meyers said.

„The plan is going for-
ward,“ he told Gov. Chris 
Sununu and the Executive 
Council on Wednesday. „I 
think we’re finding a home 
for most everything.“

Authorities have said 
Serenity Place, which pro-
vides residential, outpa-
tient and support services 
to 3,000 clients per year, 
had been operating at a 
deficit of about $800,000 
before it was put into re-
ceivership Dec. 20. Since 
then, the attorney gen-
eral’s office has begun an 
investigation, and the Ex-
ecutive Council approved 
a $180,000 emergency loan 
to cover payroll and health 
insurance expenses for 
last month and this month.

NASHUA – Count the 
Nashua Police Department 
in for a 10th straight year. 
The NPD hasn’t missed 
a Winni Dip for Special 
Olympics since the charity 
event began in 2009. It’s not 
about to stop now.

However, this year, the 
NPD is setting its fundrais-
ing goal at $22,000 in an at-
tempt to push its 10-year 
total over $100,000. 

Officers from police de-
partments statewide form 
teams to participate in the 
Winni Dip, then raise funds 
leading up to the March 10 
event when they will brave 
the bitter, icy-cold waters 
of Lake Winnipesaukee.  

Since the first “Dip,” 
NPD has raised more than 
$75,000 for Special Olym-
pics. This is the largest 
fundraiser the NPD is in-

volved in, and members 
of the department take 
things a step further, also 
volunteering in a variety 
of other Special Olympics 
events – including the state 
winter and summer games, 
several regional fall tour-
naments, or coaching and 
playing on Special Olym-
pics unified teams. 

Last year’s event was the 
first for Lt. Kerry Baxter. 
Of course, it was one of the 
coldest years with the com-
bination of air temperature 
and wind chill. 

“I think the wind chill 
had the temperature at 
negative-16 degrees,” Bax-
ter said. “It will take your 
breath away.” 

However, the shock of 
the cold water that swept 
over her body when tak-
ing that first plunge 
wasn’t enough to steer her 
away. She’s back again for 
more this year, along with 

five other officers who’ve 
already signed up to par-
ticipate on the NPD team. 
Including Baxter, three 
male and three female of-
ficers have signed up thus 
far. 

She said last year, de-
spite the water seeming to 
be warmer than the air, a 
lot of spectators struggled 
taking pictures and video 
with cameras because of 
low temperatures. She’s 
hoping for a milder weath-
er experience this year.

For Detective Jaclyn 
McIver, last year’s frigid 
dip was her ninth. It was 
the coldest one she’s expe-
rienced. 

Having participated 
each year, McIver said 
the NPD team has ranged 
in size over the years, but 
normally averages in the 
upper teens or low 20s de-
pending on the year. 

She said of the six of-

ficers already signed up 
they’ve raised $3,545, 16 
percent of their goal. 

“A lot of the people who 
do it once have fun and get 
hooked, and we see a lot of 
the same faces,” McIver 
said. “It’s like the Polar 
Plunge– only the law en-
forcement version.” 

She said before officers 
begin dipping into the wa-
ter, teams put together a 
theme and they dress up 
for a costume parade. 

When it comes time to 
take the dip, she said they 
usually break it up into 
waves. 

“Our team is usually 
large enough where we can 
jump together and not be 
mixed with other teams,” 
McIver said. “It’s usually 
pretty quick.” 

McIver is ready to go 
– looking to start rais-
ing funds early in order 
to reach the NPD’s team 

goals for the this year and 
a 10-year total.

All donations to sup-
port the NPD Winni Dip 
team go directly to Special 
Olympics New Hampshire 
and all donations are tax 
deductible.

There’s a number of 
ways in which people can 
go about making their 
donations, as well. They 
can be made by sending 
cash or checks made pay-
able to SONH to Nashua 
Police Department Attn: 
Detective Jaclyn McIver, 
0 Panther Dr., Nashua, 
New Hampshire, 03060. 
Also, donations can be 
made online at www.first-
giving.com/team/361960. 
People can also donate 
to the individual officer, 
or the team as a whole. 
All donations made be-
fore March 9 will help 
the NPD Winni Dip team 
reach their goal. 

NPD looks to raise funds for Special Olympics 
By ADAM URQUHART
Staff Writer

“We live in a society exquisitely 
dependent on science and tech-
nology, in which hardly anyone 
knows anything about science 
and technology.” – Carl Sagan

When I first read about the 
award-winning documentary film 
“Screenagers: Growing Up in the 
Digital Age,” my first response 
was – what a great new word to 
describe teenagers because ev-
eryone knows that teenagers are 
obsessed with their digital devic-
es 24/7. 

The film, produced last year, 
won Special Recognition at the 
2016 Stony Brook Film Festival. 

But when I watched the film 
last month, shown at First Church 
of Nashua, I realized that the 

term refers to all of us – not just 
the younger generation. Still, the 
younger generation is obsessed 
with the digital age in ways we 
cannot yet fully grasp, largely 

because most school-age children 
have not known a life without cell 
phones, tablets and computers 
– so awareness is imbedded be-
neath the surface of the conscious 
mind. 

According to a recent report 
by Common Sense Media, teens 
spend about nine hours a day on-
line. The film opens with the sta-
tistics that teens spend an average 
of five to six hours a day looking at 
screens, not including homework.

The film came about when 
award-winning documentary film 
director Delaney Ruston, a pri-
mary care physician, began to 
wrestle with digital-age questions 
when her daughter turned 13 and 
wanted a smart phone. 

According to the CNN “Being 

13” study, the teen-screen obses-
sion is due to the needs and de-
sires of teenagers to “monitor 
their own popularity status, and 
defend themselves against those 
who challenge it on social media” 
– a reality that often leads to con-
stant vigilance that only exacer-
bates stress and anxiety.  On the 
plus side, digital devices provide 
convenience for teens in com-
munication about school, social 
events and interaction with peers. 

So what’s a parent to do?
The film highlights that the first 

step to a more balanced approach 
to screen time – awakening aware-
ness of habits that are so uncon-
scious, they can seem invisible. 

‘Screenagers’
Pawel Kucynski, 2015

How does the digital age shape your life?
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