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NEWS DIGEST
House backs 
voucher bill

CONCORD – The New 
Hampshire House has 
given preliminary approv-
al to bill to allow parents to 
use public money to send 
children to private schools.

The bill, which is sup-
ported by Republican 
Gov. Chris Sununu, would 
provide parents with the 
state’s basic per-pupil 
grant of roughly $3,000 to 
be used for private school 
tuition or home schooling. 
The House voted 184-162 
Wednesday to send it on to 
its Finance Committee.

Opponents raised 
numerous objections, 
including arguing that 
public money shouldn’t 
go to private schools that 
can discriminate against 
children with disabili-
ties. Supporters argued 
it would allow parents to 
send children, including 
those with disabilities, to 
schools that better meet 
their special needs.

Lead poisoning 
bill passes House

CONCORD – The New 
Hampshire House has 
passed a bill aimed at 
preventing childhood lead 
poisoning.

The bill would require 
blood testing for lead in 
all children age 2 and 
under and would lower 
the threshold at which the 
state must carry out tests 
of an apartment to deter-
mine whether landlords 
must remove lead hazards. 
The bill also provides $6 
million in loan guarantees 
for property owners for 
abatement projects.

Lead paint was banned 
in 1978, but hazards 
remain in states with old 
housing stock like New 
Hampshire. Members of 
the Childhood Lead Poison-
ing Prevention Coalition 
say lawmakers are making 
important progress to 
reduce the long-term harm 
caused by lead.

The bill, which has the 
backing of Republican 
Gov. Chris Sununu, now 
goes back to the Senate.

Voter eligibility 
bill passes Senate

CONCORD – The Repub-
lican-led New Hampshire 
Senate on Wednesday 
passed a bill to further 
tighten eligibility require-
ments for voters even 
though the Legislature’s 
previous attempt to do so 
remains stalled in court.

College students and 
others can now declare the 
state of their domicile for 
voting purposes with-
out becoming residents 
subject to other require-
ments, such as register-
ing their cars or getting 
New Hampshire drivers 
licenses. Supporters of the 
bill say that creates two 
tiers of voters, and that 
changing the definition 
of residency will restore 
confidence in elections.

Republican President 
Donald Trump has alleged 
widespread voter fraud in 
New Hampshire, claiming 
it led to his loss to Hillary 
Clinton in the state, though 
there’s been no evidence to 
support that.

The bill passed 14-9 
along party lines and now 
goes back to the House. 
Republican Gov. Chris 
Sununu has said he op-
poses it.

“This will create con-
sistency and clarity going 
forward and bring us in 
line with our surrounding 
states of Vermont, Massa-
chusetts and Maine,” said 
Sen. Regina Birdsell, R-
Hampstead. “We owe it to 
the people of New Hamp-
shire to have complete 
confidence in our voting 
system.”

New Hampshire enacted 
a new law last year requir-
ing voters who move to the 
state within 30 days of an 
election to provide proof 
that they intend to stay. 
But the New Hampshire 
Democratic Party and the 
League of Women vot-
ers sued, saying the law 
was confusing, unneces-
sary and intimidating. 

Lawyer: Drug suspect needs treatment ASAP
NASHUA – The Dec. 30 arrest 

by police of Nashua resident Josh-
ua Simard added two more drug-
related charges to the 22-year-old 
Nashua man’s recent record, a sit-
uation that prompted his lawyer 
to ask for personal recognizance 
bail so Simard can get into treat-
ment right away.

The PR bail would come with 

the provision that Simard “go im-
mediately to a Safe Station and 
get the help he needs,” Attorney 
Justin Shepherd said Wednesday 
at Simard’s bail hearing in Hills-
borough County Superior Court 
South.

If the judge, Charles Temple, 
opted to continue the $5,000 cash 
only bail on which Simard has 
been held since his arrest, Shep-
herd said his client “would get no 
help whatsoever” because he’d be 

sitting in Valley STreet jail.
“It makes a lot more sense that 

he gets the help he needs,” Shep-
herd added. “The best thing is to 
get him into Harbor Homes.”

Wednesday’s bail hearing fol-
lowed Simard’s Tuesday arraign-
ment on the Dec. 30 charges, 
which include one count each 
of possession of fentanyl, sub-
sequent offense, and possession 
of crack cocaine, subsequent of-
fense, both felonies, along with 

two misdemeanor counts of inter-
fering with police.

According to the charges, Si-
mard was convicted of drug-re-
lated offenses in 2015. The inter-
fering with police charges accuse 
him of running from police and 
pulling away from them as they 
tried to arrest him around 5 p.m. 
Dec. 30 at his residence at 29 Tem-
ple St.

Illegal day care death still under investigation
NASHUA – It’s been nearly one 

year since an infant died after slip-
ping into unconsciousness at an 
illegal day care operated on Ash 
Street, and police are still investi-
gating the case for possible crimes.

Nashua Police revealed this 
week that the investigation is con-

tinuing, when The Telegraph filed 
a Right to Know request for docu-
ments in the infant’s death. A form 
letter from the Nashua Police Re-
cords Unit states that the matter is 
still under investigation and infor-
mation cannot be released.

Police initially stated that there 
were no signs of trauma and no ev-
idence of an accident in the Feb. 22 
death of the 15-month-old boy. The 

boy was being cared for in the day 
care, The Kinder Garden, at 131 
Ash St., operated by Erica Laval-
ley. Lavalley did not have a license 
for her day-care business, and had 
a history of complaints about her 
unlicensed day care going back to 
2009. Police found eight other chil-
dren being cared for in the home 
on the day the boy died.

Lavalley could not be reached 

for comment on Wednesday. She 
previously stated, though her at-
torney Justin Shepherd, that the 
boy had gone down for a nap that 
day and did not wake up. Lavalley 
and her husband, Shane Laval-
ley, called 911, and the child was 
rushed to a hospital where he was 
later pronounced dead. 
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David Deane is flooding the ice at the new Nashua Country Club curling rink.

“It’s not just a rock.  It’s forty-
two pounds of polished granite, 
with a beveled underbelly and 
a handle a human being can 
hold….in and of itself it looks 
like it has no practical purpose, 
but it’s a repository of possibility.  
And, when it’s handled just right, 
it exacts a kind of poetry – as 
close to poetry as I ever want to 
get.”  – Paul Gross

Two days from today, and just 
a month away from the Py-
eongChang 2018 Olympic Games 
in South Korea, Nashua will host 
its version of an Olympian cele-
bration when it officially opens its 
new state-of-the-art curling rink 
at the Nashua Country Club – the 
only dedicated curling rink in 
New Hampshire and one of just 
two in northern New England.  

First featured in the 1924 
Olympics in Chamonix, curling 
became a demonstration sport 
in 1932 at Lake Placid, and an 
official Olympic sport at Nagano 
in 1998.

The ancient sport of curling is 
as captivating to its players as it 
is baffling to its audience. 

Paintings by 16th century Piet-
er Bruegel (1530-1569) portray an 
activity like curling – stones be-
ing thrown across frozen ponds. 
What the passive sport of casting 
stones across the ice lacks in high 
energy and flashiness, more than 
makes up for itself in its subtle 
interplay of art and science – 
from the ice on which it is played 
to the strategy a player uses to 

cast the stone.
But then what would you 

expect from a sport that may 
have had its official start as a 
contest between two monks? The 
first written evidence appeared 
in Latin in 1540 when a notary 
in Paisley, Scotland, recorded 
an upcoming contest between 
Paisley Abbey monk John Sclater 
and Gavin Hamilton, “a represen-
tative of the Abbot.”

One of the world’s oldest 
team sports, curling earned the 
nickname the “Roaring Game” 
referring to the rumbling sound 
of the 42-pound granite stones 
as they travelled across the ice.  
Curling came to North America 
in 1759 when General Wolf’s 
soldiers curled on the frozen St. 
Lawrence River after the capture 
of Quebec. At the turn of the 18th 
century, an influx of Scottish 
stone cutters and masons brought 
curling to the United States – the 
first documented American curl-

ing club formed at Orchard Lake, 
Michigan in 1832. Boston formed 
a club around 1839.

Curling came to Nashua Coun-
try Club in 1928, twelve years 
after the founding of the club. 
For the first few years, curlers 
played on the frozen pond that 
is now the 13th hole of the golf 
course.  A few years later, the 
first indoor rink was made by 
flooding the floor of an adjacent 
farm building – resulting in 

three separate sheets of ice – a 
less than ideal situation as “Ice-
man” David Deane of Nashua, 
discovered over the last nineteen 
years.  The ice-making process 
changes dramatically with the 
new rink due to advances in 
technology and the fact that the 
new rink is now one sheet of ice 
with four Olympic-size curling 
sheets. 

Don’t Mock the Rock
The ‘roaring game’ of curling
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The new Nashua Country Club Curling Rink casts its shadow on his-
tory – the adjacent pond in the foreground is where curlers began 
curling at Nashua in 1928, casting stones on the frozen pond that 
is the 13th hole, the “water hole” of the Nashua Country Club golf 
course.
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