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The Cat in the Hat, an imme-
diate hit, published in March, 
1957, sold a million copies by the 
end of 1960. Of all of his char-
acters, Geisel identified himself 
with The Cat in the Hat and the 
Grinch.

But Dr. Seuss did not want 
to just teach children to read 
– he wanted to teach them to 
think and to nurture the good 
within. In 1960, in a published 
essay, Geisel wrote: “children’s 
reading and children’s thinking 
are the rock-bottom base upon 
which this country will rise. Or 
not rise.” His other post-war 
message books include The 
Sneetches, a tale about prejudice 
with the star-bellied sneetches 
looking down on the starless 
sneetches; The Lorax about the 
careless treatment of the envi-
ronment; and The Butter Battle 
Book about a Seussian nuclear 
bomb. 

Though he never had any 
children of his own, Geisel 
passionately believed in the 
importance of speaking to 
children as equals, as people, not 
patronizing them. His final book 
Oh, the Places You’ll Go (1990) 
is perhaps his own manifesto, an 
exquisite summary about what 
a book does, why story mat-
ters and how it can awaken the 
imagination, and even transform 
a life – no matter what the cir-
cumstances.

 He begins by giving the pow-
er to the reader to see his own 
potential:  “Congratulations!”

Today is your day. You’re off 
to Great Places! You’re off and 
away!” Off into the mind, into 
the imagination which allows a 
child to go anywhere – a pro-
found message of hope.

 “You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself 
any direction you choose.” 
Geisel urges each child to 
harness the power of belief, 
to take back a sense of per-
sonal power to steer his or 
her life despite what may be 
dire circumstances.

Geisel reminds us all that 
change offers the opportunity to 
choose: “You’ll look up and down 
streets. Look ‘em over with care.  
About some you will say, ‘I don’t 
choose to go there.’ With your 
head full of brains and your 
shoes full of feet, you’re too 

smart to go down any not-so-
good street.” 

 Dr. Seuss acknowledges the 
complexity of life but instills 
confidence in the child that he or 
she has what it takes to make a 
difference in her own path and 
that of others. “You will come 
to a place where the streets are 
not marked. Some windows are 
lighted. But mostly they’re dark-
ed ... Do you dare to stay out? Do 
you dare to go in?...Simple it’s 
not, I’m afraid you will find, for 
a mind-maker-upper to make up 
his mind.” Despite life’s chal-
lenges, Dr. Seuss is rooting for 
children to believe in them-
selves: “You’ll get mixed up with 
many strange birds as you go. So 
be sure when you step. Step with 
care and great tact and remem-
ber that Life’s a Great Balancing 
Act.”

Letting loose Dr. Seuss hap-
pens every time a book is placed 
in the hands of a child. The more 
challenging the circumstances 

of a child’s life, the more books 
matter – for books are not just 
sparks for the imagination, 
they are harbingers of hope. In 
the spirit of Dr. Seuss, the City 
of Nashua has a diverse and 
impressive roster of give-away 
literacy programs to promote 
reading. 

The Children’s Literacy 
Foundation gives literacy 
grants to ten schools in Ver-
mont and New Hampshire. 
Dr. Norman Crisp School of 
Nashua was selected as one of 
10 schools to receive a 2017-
18 Year of the Book $25,000 
grant to promote cultural 
literacy, funds that will spon-
sor new books for libraries and 
classrooms; author-illustrator-
storyteller presentations; 
mini-grants for classroom liter-
ary projects; family literacy 
celebrations.

Book Cellar of Nashua, and 
Manchester, promotes literacy 
on many fronts – through dona-

tions to the Boys & Girls Club; 
Head Start; the Share program; 
Hillsborough DOC; homeless 
shelters; school libraries; stock-
ing summer reading list books; 
extra discounts; Saturday story 
hours. Retail Manager Emma 
Hall: “Our staff can help parents 
or teachers find a good, age-ap-
propriate book for that tough-to-
shop-for kid, stubborn readers, 
kids with reading delays, or kids 
who are accelerated – a key to 
being able to promote a love of 
reading.”

The YMCA of Greater Nashua 
SLLP – Summer Learning Loss 
Program – now in its third year 
– served 50 first and second 
graders in a summer reading 
program – aimed at the fact 
that studies show that students 
reading below grade level at 
the e four times more likely to 
drop out of school. Elizabeth 
Covino, Director of Commu-
nity Relations: “Incoming first 
graders gained an average of 

5 to 6 months of reading over 
the course of the Y’s 6-week 
program!” Nashua Rotary West 
Literacy Committee provides 
books to the State Women’s Pris-
on for Christmas and Mother’s 
Day to help mothers share books 
with their children. 

This year, the United Way of 
Greater Nashua, BAE Systems, 
the Nashua Public Library and P 
& L Landscaping, collaborated to 
create six “Little Free Librar-
ies” – free-standing miniature 
house-type structures filled with 
free books. Dr. Seuss would un-
doubtedly agree that we cannot 
give away too many books – our 
society depends on our children. 
Geisel expressed his philosophy 
in the words of the Lorax:  “UN-
LESS someone like you / cares a 
whole awful lot / nothing is going 
to get better. / It’s not.”
D. Quincy Whitney is a career journalist,  
author, historian and Nashua resident of 
more than 40 years. Contact Whitney at  
quincysquill@nashuatelegraph.com.

Come learn about the job opportunities
available to you with Northern Pass!

Northern Pass is hosting two Job & Supplier Fairs for local residents

to meet with the team leading construction and discuss the kinds 

of jobs, subcontractor opportunities, and supplies that are needed

to build a 192-mile transmission line. Businesses serving local

communities can also attend to learn how to reach the 2,600

people who will be working on Northern Pass.

For a full list of Construction, Logistics, and Service Jobs,
go to northernpass.us/job-registration

For more information, call 1-855-NPT-JOBS or visit 
northernpass.us/job-registration

Paid for by Northern Pass Transmission.

Wednesday, Dec. 13th
3:00–8:00 p.m.

Mountain View Grand Resort
101 Mountain View Rd.

Whitefi eld, NH

Wednesday, Jan. 10th
3:00–8:00 p.m.

Grappone Conference Center
70 Constitution Ave.

Concord, NH

NORTHERN PASS JOB & SUPPLIER FAIRS

Participants in the Job & Supplier Fairs include: 
•  PAR Electrical Contractors, Inc.
• Quanta Services
• M. J. Electric, LLC
• Milwaukee Tool

•  International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Locals 104 and 105,
and their apprentice programs

• Realtime Utility Engineers, Inc.

NORTHERN PASS
JOB FAIRS
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Domestic migration 
ignites N.H. growth

CONCORD (AP) – New 
U.S. Census estimates 
show New Hampshire 
achieving its largest annu-
al population gain in more 
than a decade, though the 
numbers don’t compare 
to the booming 1980s and 
1990s.

For many years, New 
Hampshire was the fastest-
growing state in the North-
east, largely due to people 
moving in from Massachu-
setts. But that domestic 
in-migration slowed con-
siderably in the last decade 
since the recession, and in 
some years, more people 
moved out than moved in.

The most recent data 
show New Hampshire mi-
gration has turned positive 
again in recent years. Cen-
sus Bureau estimates re-
leased last week show the 
population grew by 7,800 
between July 2016 and July 
2017, a 60 percent increase 
in population growth over 
the previous year. Migra-
tion accounted for nearly 
all the growth. In the most 
recent year, the number of 
people moving in from oth-
er states was 4,700 higher 
than the number moving 

out, compared with just 
1,800 in the previous year.

The new residents in-
clude, Doug Lindsay, 
45, who grew up in New 
Hampshire but had lived 
just south of Boston for the 
past 17 years before he and 
his family moved to Bed-
ford in June.

“It was such a grind,” 
said Lindsay, who now en-
joys a five-mile commute 
to his environmental con-
sulting job while his wife 
teaches piano and their 
daughter settles into her 
new school.

“We just wanted a 
change in lifestyle, and 
the convenience of Man-
chester Airport if I need to 
travel for work,” he said. 
“It’s a wonderful town, and 
easily located to get to my 
parents and my job.”

New Hampshire tends 
to receive talented, well-
educated people in its mi-
gration stream, said Ken 
Johnson, senior demogra-
pher at the University of 
New Hampshire’s Carsey 
School, so the new num-
bers are encouraging.

“It’s good news for the 
state in the sense that labor 

markets are so tight,” he 
said.

In contrast, there were 
only 900 more births than 
deaths, contributing little 
to the population gain. 
Births have been decreas-
ing because there are 
fewer women of child-
bearing age, while deaths 
are increasing because of 
the state’s aging population 
and a significant increase 
in drug overdose deaths, 
Johnson said.

Neighboring Maine and 
Vermont also showed some 
population growth accord-
ing to the latest figures, but 
demographic trends are 
slightly different there. 
Vermont’s population grew 
by 303 people, births ex-
ceeded deaths by 310, and 
more people left Vermont 
than moved there from 
other states, though that 
difference was less than 
it was the previous year. 
As in New Hampshire, an 
increase in domestic in-
migration accounted for 
nearly all of Maine’s popu-
lation increase of 5,675, 
though state continued 
to have more deaths than 
births.

NEWS DIGEST
Hassan applauds passage 
of bill to stop fentanyl flow

CONCORD – U.S. Sen. Maggie Hassan 
says a bill she co-sponsored to help stop 
the flow of illegal fentanyl into the United 
States is on its way to the president’s 
desk.

Hassan, a Democrat, says the biparti-
san bill will provide scanning devices and 
other technology to Customs and Border 
Protection workers, and will boost fund-
ing for staff such as scientists to inter-
pret screening results. Senate passage of 
the bill comes as the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued a report 
finding that for the first time, fentanyl 
rather than heroin is now the deadliest 
opioid drug.

Hassan says the bill is part of the com-
prehensive approach needed to turn the 
tide of the opioid epidemic.

Officer who shot, killed 
Enfield man is identified

CANAAN – Authorities have released 
the name of the New Hampshire state 
trooper who shot a man to death on 
Saturday.

The attorney general’s office said 
Wednesday that Trooper Christopher 
O’Toole remains on paid administrative 
leave. 

The shooting happened Saturday 
evening in a field in Canaan. An autopsy 
found that 26-year-old Jesse Champney 
of Enfield was shot four times, with one 
of the wounds causing his death.

Canaan Police Officer Samuel Proven-
za also was there, but did not fire his gun.

The incident remains under investiga-
tion by officials.

By The Associated Press


