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NEWS DIGEST
Small fire 
stomped out 

NASHUA – A small fire 
broke out early Wednes-
day morning, leaving the 
occupant of 8 Dearborn 
St. in need of medical 
attention. 

Just before 4 a.m., Nash-
ua Fire Rescue responded 
for a report of an extin-
guished fire and, upon the 
arrival of Engine 2, it was 
reported that they had an 
extinguished fire in a small 
4-by-4-foot entryway. 

The small fire was 
contained to a small pile of 
newspapers, a cardboard 
box and a small electric 
heater, leaving minor 
damage to the building. No 
occupants were displaced.

The occupant stated to 
NFR that she had stomped 
the fire out with her foot. 
As a result, she suf-
fered minor burns to her 
feet and possible smoke 
inhalation. She was then 
transported to Southern 
New Hampshire Medical 
Center evaluation. 

The Nashua Fire Mar-
shal’s Office is investigat-
ing the cause of the blaze. 

Adam Urquhart can be 
reached at 594-1206 or au-
rquhart@nashuatelegraph.
com.

Town approves 
Jaws of Life fee

SEABROOK – A New 
Hampshire town will 
issue a $500 fee for each 
individual that has to be 
freed from a vehicle with 
the hydraulic rescue tool 
known as the Jaws of Life.

The tool costs thousands 
of dollars but is hailed as 
a life-saving instrument 
when it is used to free 
individuals from smashed 
vehicles and fallen build-
ings. The Portsmouth Her-
ald reports the Seabrook 
Town Select Board voted 
unanimously to approve 
the new fee Monday.

Seabrook Fire Chief Bill 
Edwards says he doesn’t 
know of any local com-
munities that charge such 
a fee, but says it is done in 
other communities around 
the country.

Man indicted on 
murder charges

NORTH HAVERHILL 
– A man has been indicted 
on charges he deliber-
ately killed his 70-year-old 
mother in her room at a 
New Hampshire hospital 
intensive care unit.

A Grafton County grand 
jury last week indicted 
49-year-old Travis Frink, 
of Warwick, Rhode Island, 
on a first-degree murder 
charge. It alleges he pur-
posely caused the death of 
Pamela Ferriere by shoot-
ing her multiple times 
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center in Lebanon 
on Sept. 12.

The grand jury also 
indicted Frink on a charge 
of second-degree murder, 
alleging he caused his 
mother’s death recklessly 
and manifested an ex-
treme indifference to the 
value of human life.

Frink pleaded not guilty 
at his initial court appear-
ance and was held without 
bail. Messages were left 
Wednesday seeking com-
ment from his attorney.

Talks ongoing in 
school sex suit

CONCORD – Attorneys 
in a lawsuit filed against 
a New Hampshire prep 
school by the parents of 
a teen who was sexually 
assaulted in 2014 during a 
game of sexual contest are 
in settlement negotiations.

In their 2016 federal 
lawsuit, the girl’s parents 
argued St. Paul’s School 
in Concord should’ve 
done more to protect 
their daughter. The school 
denied it could have 
prevented the assault, but 
it has since taken steps to 
“prevent and reduce risky 
adolescent behavior.”

The Concord Monitor 
reports a judge said if 
mediation isn’t successful, 
he expects the parties to 
reconvene in January to 
prepare for trial.

Suspect in kidnapping reaches plea deal
NASHUA – Steven Fry, one of 

two men charged in September 
with forcing two women into a 
car and holding them at gunpoint, 
agreed this week to plead guilty to 
two related charges in exchange 
for a 1 1/2 to 6-year state prison 
term.

Meanwhile, lawyers for 
28-year-old Justin Joaquin, Fry’s 
alleged accomplice, are continu-
ing to explore with prosecutors 
the possibility of also reaching a 
plea agreement as his case moves 
forward in Hillsborough County 

Superior Court South.
Fry, 30, most recently of Man-

chester, and Joaquin, of West 
Wareham, Massachusetts, were 
indicted on three felony counts 
each by the November grand jury 
in connection with the incident, 
which took place in the pre-dawn 
hours of Sept. 24 in the parking lot 
of a combination hotel and resi-
dential complex in Merrimack.

Fry, who was represented by at-
torney Adam Bernstein at his plea 
and sentencing hearing, pleaded 
guilty to one count each of kidnap-
ping and felon in possession of a 
dangerous weapon.

A second count of kidnap-

ping was dropped as part of the 
agreement.

The 1 1/2 to 6-year prison sen-
tence is tied to the felon in pos-
session charge. Fry was given 
credit for the 86 days he’s spent in 
jail, which reduces the minimum 
sentence to roughly 1 year and 3 
months.

He was given a 3 1/2 to 7-year 
prison sentence on the kidnapping 
charge, all suspended for five 
years from the date of his release.

He is ordered to have no con-
tact with either victim, who are 
women in their early 20s identi-
fied only by their initials in court 
documents.

Assistant County Attorney Ni-
cole Thorspecken, who prosecut-
ed the case, told the court that 
the women were “happy with the 
sentence.”

“They said they didn’t want to 
ruin (Fry’s) life, but they believe 
he should be punished,” Thor-
specken said.

Thorspecken, who also is the 
prosecutor in Joaquin’s case, met 
in court Wednesday with Judge 
Charles Temple and Joaquin’s at-
torney, David Tencza – a former 
assistant county attorney who is 
now in private practice.

Contractor’s office manager to plead guilty
CONCORD – The office man-

ager and treasurer for the Nash-
ua painting company already in 
trouble for its labor practices is 
expected to plead guilty Thursday 
to two counts of willfully failing to 
pay overtime.

Sharon Mercuri, who worked 
for Kevin Corriveau Painting, 
allegedly took part in a scheme 
to make sure employees for the 
company were paid regular wag-
es instead of overtime wages, ac-
cording to court records.

Kevin Corriveau, 42, pleaded 
guilty last week to one count of 

obstruction of justice in connec-
tion with the investigation and liti-
gation by the U.S. Department of 
Labor into his business.

At least twice during the in-
vestigation of the business, Mer-
curi allegedly told labor officials 
that the company’s employees 
did not work any overtime. Pros-
ecutors contend those were false 
statements.

According to court documents, 
Corriveau admitted that he made 
an employee of his company pro-
vide false information to investi-
gators from the Department of 
Labor’s Wage and Hour Division 
in 2009 and 2011 regarding the ex-
tent of overtime hours worked by 

his employees.
From 2007 through April 2011, 

Corriveau had been directing 
employees to report only non-
overtime work on payroll and 
time records to conceal Fair La-
bor Standards Act overtime vio-
lations from being found in those 
records, according to court fil-
ings. In 2011, Corriveau himself 
also falsely stated to investigators 
that his employees did not work 
overtime on a Needham, Massa-
chusetts, construction project.

Mercuri allegedly used vari-
ous methods to get around the 
overtime rules, and conceal how 
the employees were being paid, 
including having the employees 

“bank” overtime; paying them for 
overtime in cash; paying overtime 
at “illusory” rates; and finally pay-
ing overtime out of accounts seem-
ingly unrelated to the business.

In 2013, in connection with a 
civil suit filed against him by the 
Department of Labor for alleged 
overtime violations, Corriveau 
knowingly created and provided 
the Department’s attorneys with 
fraudulent invoices and an altered 
change order that falsely stated 
that his employees did not work 
overtime on the Needham proj-
ect, according to court records.
Damien Fisher can be reached at 594-1245 
or dfisher@nashuatelegraph.com or @
Telegraph_DF.

By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer
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Though International Dark-Sky Association was founded in 1988, it seems that now, in the last few years, the issue of preserving 
dark-sky is gaining more and more global attention. 

“If people looked at the stars 
each night, they’d live a lot differ-
ently. When you look into infinity, 
you realize that there are more 
important things than what peo-
ple do all day.” – Bill Watterson

Today – at exactly 11:28 
a.m.  – is the miracle of Winter 
Solstice – Dec. 21, the longest 
night of the year, marking the 
official beginning of winter in 
the northern hemisphere. At this 
moment, the tilt of the Earth’s 
axis is least aligned with the sun, 
causing the shortest day of the 
year. Normally, about this time 
of year, I find myself driving to a 
hilltop in late afternoon to chase 
that last bit of winter light before 
darkness seeps in. But today, this 
week, this year, I am reversing 
that trend. Instead of chasing the 
light, I am embracing the night. 

The catalyst for this change oc-
curred over Thanksgiving week-
end when I heard over the radio 
that the International Dark-Sky 

Association would have its an-
nual meeting in Boston – for two 
reasons. First, because Boston is 
a “Bright Lights” city, one of the 
most light-polluted cities in the 
country, and, two, because some 
of IDA’s most active chapters are 
in New England. I knew nothing 
of IDA until that moment, much 
less that Boston was so “bright.” 

Though IDA was founded in 
1988, it seems that now, in the last 

few years, the issue of preserv-
ing dark-sky is gaining more and 
more global attention. 

In January 2016, IDA an-
nounced the designation of the 
Cosmic Campground in western 
New Mexico as an International 
Dark Sky Sanctuary – the first 
such designation in the United 
States. International Dark Sky 
Sanctuaries are public and pri-
vate lands possessing an excep-
tional quality of starry nights. 
The Cosmic Campground is a 3.5 
acre site in the Gila National For-
est, an exceptionally dark part 
of the country, featuring a basic 
infrastructure to support camp-
ers, offering a 360-degree, unob-
structed view of the night sky.  

In April 2017, IDA announced 
its first International Dark 
Sky Place – land that spans the 
border between the Waterton-
Glacier International Peace Park, 
Alberta, Canada, and Glacier 
National Park in Montana.  Last 
September, the Galloway Forest 

Dark Sky Park in Scotland hosted 
the first European Dark Skies 
Conference. Keith Muir, Forest 
Enterprise Scotland’s visitor 
services manager, said, “This is 
really good news for putting the 
south west of Scotland on the 
map as an international stargaz-
ing destination.” John Barentine 
of the IDA said, “It is especially 
fitting that the event will be held 
near Galloway Forest, where it 
can be said the movement scored 
its first major victory for dark 
skies preservation in Europe.”

A bit closer to home – from 
New Mexico and Scotland – is 
“Bright Lights” Boston. A study 
published last year in the scien-
tific journal Science Advances 
announced the Milky Way is not 
visible for many residents liv-
ing along the eastern seaboard 
– in Boston, New York City, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Washington, D.C.  

Embracing the Night
Dark Sky – and Celestial Christmas!
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By DEAN SHALHOUP

Senior Staff Writer
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