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President Donald Trump 
signed the Fiscal Year 2018 
National Defense Autho-
rization Act into law Tues-
day, a document including 
the first-ever nationwide 
health study on the effects 
of perfluorinated chemi-
cals in drinking water. 

“The creation of a nation-
wide health study on the 
effects of PFCs in drinking 
water is a critically impor-
tant step in ensuring that 
communities throughout 
the Seacoast and across 
the country have the infor-
mation they need to keep 
families safe and to protect 
public health,” Sen. Mag-
gie Hassan said in a state-
ment. “I remain committed 
to working with the rest of 
the Congressional Delega-
tion and concerned fami-
lies along the Seacoast in 
addressing contaminated 
drinking water and result-
ing public health and envi-
ronmental concerns.”

Her statement alludes to 
Pease Tradeport, a military 
base along the Seacoast, 
which in 2014 was found of 
have levels of perfluorooc-
tane sulfonic acid (PFOS) 
and perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA) as well as addition-
al PFCs, according to the 
New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services.

Portsmouth shut down 
the well once the exposure 
was discovered, and the 
DHHS was working with 
the community in a blood 
testing program which has 
since been reopened for 
further blood testing. 

As it stands, the NDAA 
PFC study will concentrate 
on the effects of these con-
taminations around mili-
tary bases.

However, Portsmouth 

is not the only city in the 
state that has dealt with 
water contaminated by 
PFCs, and the issue does 
not affect only military in-
stallations.

In March 2016, PFOA 
was discovered in wells 
near the Saint-Gobain Per-
formance Plastics facility 
in Merrimack. 

“Residents whose pri-
vate wells exceed the U.S. 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s limit of 70 
parts per trillion for PFOA, 
PFOS, or both combined, 
have been provided with 
alternative drinking water 
options,” the DHHS said. 

Public Health Services 
and the Merrimack Village 
District commissioners 
reported in a town meet-
ing this fall that blood tests 
found levels of PFOA in 
the resident’s blood stream 
nearly two times higher 
than the national average.

“These EPA drinking wa-
ter Health Advisories for 
PFOA and PFOS advise that 
if a person’s drinking water 
contains levels of PFOA 
and/or PFOS, either individ-
ually or combined, above 70 
parts per trillion that they 
should not consume the 
water or use it in preparing 
food, brushing teeth, or any 
activity that might result 
in ingestion of water,” ac-
cording to the DHHS. “The 
EPA expects that these rec-
ommended drinking water 
levels should be safe for all 
individuals including babies 
exposed during pregnancy, 
nursing infants, and chil-
dren, even if these water 
levels are consumed over a 
person’s lifetime.” 

The Merrimack water is 
well within the 70 ppt pa-
rameters, but the situation 
is still ongoing. 
Hannah LaClaire can be reached  
at 594-1243 or hlaclaire@nashua 
telegraph.com.

By HANNAH LACLAIRE

Staff Writer

NDAA 
includes 
PFC study
First nationwide health probe on 
chemicals effects drinking water
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Marie Harris plays the lead role in “Amy Beach in 
Words and Music,” in honor of New Hampshire-
born composer Amy Beach.
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The University of New Hampshire is celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of Amy Beach as the first 
American female composer.

“We cannot live in a world that 
is not our own, in a world that is 
interpreted for us by others. An 
interpreted world is not a home. 
Part of the terror is to take back 
our own listening, to use our own 
voice, to see our own light.”

– Hildegard of Bingen 
(1098-1179)

Hildegard of Bingen, the first 
documented female composer, 
aptly describes the plight of the 
female and the female com-
poser.  Hildegard paved the way 
for all female composers who 
would follow her, including New 
Hampshire-born Amy Beach 
(1867-1944), the first American 
female composer and the first 
American composer to write a 
symphony – a prolific composer 
with more than 300 published 
works to her credit.

Music is one of the most power-
ful – and invisible – of the arts. It 
bypasses words, rational thought, 
and the conscious mind and 
reaches beneath the surface on its 
direct line to the brain where syn-
apses create emotion. At the same 

time, it is invisible because it 
disappears as fast as it is created. 
Music dwells in instantaneous 
bits of memory.  

Because it is instantaneous, 
usage is everything. Historically, 
what instruments musicians 
choose to play and the repertoire 
they choose determines our en-
tire – and only – musical horizon.

Usage creates a “norm” – a 
kind of landscape of audio ex-
pectation shaped solely by who 
plays what most frequently.  A 
norm, shaped by the stories we 

tell, morphs into a “truth” – but 
it is only a partial truth. It is, as 
Hildegard wrote, an “interpreted” 
truth, passed along through a 
society, but it is only a snapshot of 
the entire truth. 

Amy Beach, born in Henniker, 
was a celebrated composer in her 
day.

In 1882, when the Boston 
Handel & Haydn Society pre-
miered her Mass in E Flat, Op. 
5, it was the first time the Soci-
ety had performed a work by a 
female composer in its 77-year 
history. In 1883, Beach’s work 
was performed at the Chicago 
World’s Columbian Exposition, 
one of six world fairs at which her 
works were performed, the last 
of which was the 1939 New York 
World’s Fair. 

In 1893, the Board of Lady 
Managers of the Fair commis-
sioned Beach to write a choral 
work for the dedication of the 
women’s building. Beach com-
posed Jubilate, Op. 17, for a 
300-voice women’s chorus. 

Later that year, at the Women’s 
Musical Congress in Chicago, 
Beach performed her Romance 
for Piano and Violin, Op. 23, with 
Maud Powell, the most celebrated 
violinist of her time (regardless 
of gender) – to an audience of 
4,000. Proceeds from one of her 
songs enabled Beach to purchase 
land for a summer home on Cape 
Cod.  Welcomed as “one of the 
boys” by a group of nationally-
known composers – Edward 
MacDowell, John Knowles Paine, 
Arthur Foote, Horatio Parker, 

Visibility & Voice
First American female composer Amy Beach
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Starr, an American Staffordshire Terrier, is in need 
of a temporary foster home while she recuper-
ates from surgery. She is also still searching for a 
permanent home.

Starr, a 2-year-old pure-
bred American Stafford-
shire Terrier who has been 
featured as one of the “Pets 
of the Week” several times, 
is still looking for a home, ac-

cording to Denise Muccioli 
from the Animal Rescue 
Network of New England, 
and now she has an even 
greater need: surgery. 

“While enthusiastically 
zooming around the play 

‘Christmas 
miracle’

Local animal shelter seeking surgery 
donations, permanent home for Starr
By HANNAH LACLAIRE

Staff Writer

IF YOU GO
Marie Harris in “Amy Beach in Words and Music.” 

 Durham Public Library; 6:30 p.m. Dec. 18.

 Concord Library; March 6, 2018.

 Tucker Free Library, Henniker; 2 p.m. March 18, 2018.

 Cook Memorial Library, Tamworth; 7 p.m. July 18, 2018.

For further information, interested libraries may contact Marie 
at marie@marieharris.com Regarding the UNH exhibition, con-
tact Dale Valena Dale.Valena@unh.edu.

D. QUINCY WHITNEY

YMCA pool temporarily closed
MERRIMACK – A wa-

ter pipe burst Tuesday 
night forcing the YMCA 
of Greater Nashua’s Mer-
rimack branch to tempo-
rarily shut down its newly-
renovated pool. 

“One of the lines burst 
overnight and we lost 
some water in the pool,” 
Mike LaChance, CEO of 
the YMCA of Greater 
Nashua said. 

He said it’s a little too 

cold to truck in water right 
now, but once the water is 
trucked in they will have 
to treat and heat the water. 

“We’re reopening the 
pool in the next couple 
days,” LaChance said. “No 

one was hurt and mechani-
cal things happen some-
times.” 

The plan is to have 
the pool reopen either 
Monday or Tuesday.

– ADAM URQUHART
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NASHUA – A Hudson 
man charged with sexually 
assaulting a relative start-
ing when he was 15 and she 
was 8 will not go to jail as a 
result of a plea agreement.

Vincent Durham Jr., 24, 
of 1 Parker Drive in Hud-
son was sentenced Wednes-
day to five to 10 years in 
prison, all of it suspended, 
after pleading guilty to two 
counts of felony second de-
gree assault. Durham was 
originally indicted on four 
counts of aggravated felo-
nious sexual assault, and 
could have been sentenced 
to 10 to 20 years in prison.

Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court Judge Charles 
Temple said the unusual 
resolution to the case 
stems from the actions 
of the victim, who sought 
forgiveness and mercy for 
her tormentor.

“She’s been victimized 
beyond all human belief,” 
Temple said. “I would de-
scribe it as a very Godly, 
Christ-like reaction to ev-
erything she has suffered.”

Temple also said that 
Durham himself has 

shown more remorse than 
the judge has witnessed in 
court from a defendant.

“I’ve never been struck 
like I’ve been struck today 
by a defendant,” Temple 
said.

Durham’s father, Vin-
cent Durham Sr., is cur-
rently serving a 12-year 
prison sentence for his 
sexual abuse of the same 
victim. Both father and son 
are related to the victim, 
and Temple said Durham 
Sr. represented the face of 
evil for the people in the 
home.

“You grew up in a house 
of horror,” Temple said. “To 
call (Durham Sr.) a mon-
ster for what’s he’s done is 
an understatement.”

As part of the agreement, 
Durham Jr. is required to 
be of good behavior for the 
next 10 years, be listed as a 
sex offender, and undergo 
an evaluation. He must re-
frain from looking at por-
nography, and his internet 
use will be monitored by 
his probation officer, if he 
is allowed to go online at 
all. He’s to have no contact 
with the victim, and he 
must complete 100 hours of 
community service.

By DAMIEN FISHER

Staff Writer

No jail time for 
Hudson man in 
sex assault case


