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NASHUA – Nashua School District 
Superintendent Jahmal Mosley an-
nounced that he will use the district’s 
Twitter account, @nashuaschools, to 
announce school closings and delays. 

This addition will make a total of five 
ways for parents, students and staff to 
check the status of the schools in case 
of inclement or stormy weather, in-
cluded automated phone calls made by 
5:45 a.m., local and Boston television 
and radio stations, phone messages 
at 966-1000 and the website banner at 
www.nashua.edu. 

Mosley and staff consult with the 
U.S. Weather Bureau and local me-
teorologists, the department of public 
works, First Student Transportation 
and the police department before mak-
ing any decisions regarding cancella-
tions, according to a memo from the 
district. 

Early dismissals are only considered 
in extreme conditions, it said. 

According to the memo, Mosley ad-
vises parents and guardians to “consult 
with childcare providers and agree on 
a plan for child care in the event of 
an early dismissal. Equally important, 
parents need to please inform their 
children about those plans.”

Mosley has been actively using the 
district’s Twitter account since mid 
October and used it to announce that 
school was closed Oct. 30 after the 
windstorm that knocked power out for 
much of New England. 

– HANNAH LACLAIRE
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Dr. Norman W. Crisp Elementary School Principal Cherrie Fulton, Rebecca Ayling, project director of the New 
Hampshire Human Trafficking Collaborative Task Force Child and Family Services, and Stacy Dowling, assistant to 
the director of school counseling at Nashua High School North answered questions from audience members at 
Wednesday night’s community discussion about youth homelessness at Harbor Homes Inc., 45 High St., Nashua.

NASHUA – Harbor Homes Presi-
dent and CEO Peter Kelleher really 
wanted to get his company’s message 
out to the public. Wednesday night, he 
had the perfect opportunity at Harbor 
Homes’ Community Education Fo-
rum highlighting the hidden realities 
of youth homelessness.

The two-hour event sponsored 
by the Ending Homelessness Fund 
courtesy of Harbor Homes taught 
attendees the risks of homelessness, 
what the community can do to help, 
local programs already in place, gaps 
in services and successful youth hous-
ing programs occurring nationwide.

“We’re excited about getting the 
community engaged and making an 
impact locally,” Kelleher said. “We’re 
hoping to spark a degree of interest to 
bring folks together and be a catalyst 
for change.”

“The Hidden Reality of Youth 
Homelessness – A Community Educa-

tion Forum” featured a number of 
speakers, including Nashua School 
District staff and members of com-
munity organizations 
involved with students 
facing homelessness daily. 
Dr. David Gilmour wel-
comed the crowd before 
handing the microphone 
off to moderator Doug 
Howard, district homeless 
liaison outreach coordina-
tor Nashua School District/
Harbor Homes Inc. 

Howard started off by 
telling everybody in atten-
dance to take down his phone number.

“I don’t pretend like I know every-
thing, and because of that, if you guys 
ask a question tonight and I can’t an-
swer or the panelists can’t,” Howard 
said, “we want to connect you to the 
right people to answer that question.”

The forum, which was intended 
to shine a spotlight on youth home-
lessness in the city, included panel-
ists Cherrie Fulton, principal at Dr. 

Normal W. Crisp Elementary School, 
Rebecca Ayling, project director of 
the New Hampshire Human Traf-

ficking Collaborative Task 
Force Child and Fam-
ily Services, and Stacy 
Dowling, assistant to the 
director of school counsel-
ing at Nashua High School 
North. 

“There’s a stigma we all 
associate with homeless-
ness and it’s hard to think 
that a young person could 
be experiencing home-
lessness,” Howard said. 

“Homelessness isn’t who you are, it’s 
literally just an experience.” 

Howard explained that being home-
less is a life circumstance and that 
circumstance can be changed.

Early in forum, registering for 
classes was brought up as a way 
in which school officials are able to 
recognize the signs of youth 

By ADAM URQUHART
Staff Writer

Eye opening
Youth homelessness addressed at Harbor Homes

The gift and grace of true beauty
“To behold beauty  

dignifies your life; it heals 
you and calls you out  

beyond the smallness of 
your own self-limitation to 
experience new horizons. 
To experience beauty is to 
have your life enlarged.”

– John O’Donohue, 
“Beauty: The Invisible Embrace”

T
rue beauty catches us off-guard. 
True beauty offers a powerful 
argument for art – not just the 
things we 
create – but also the art of living 

itself. Its lessons are subtle, but real and 
immutable. We all know the lessons beau-
ty teaches us – but they are often invisible, 
imbedded beneath the surface – and we 
sometimes forget what we know.

As an arts and cultural news journalist, 
I have always carried within me an inner 
argument for art, for creativity in a world 
that seems at times increasingly hostile 
to anything except the next day’s crisis. 
While sitting in weekly meetings of the 
Boston Globe New Hampshire Weekly at 
its offices at 1650 Elm St. in Manchester 
for 14 years, I dwelt on the periphery be-
cause my beat was back page “fluff” news 

in a “real” news front page culture. 
In my weekly ruminations, I real-

ized that the very intangibles of art and 
culture – the books we read, the poems we 
write, paintings we love, the hand-crafted 

object that 
is so dear 
to us, the 
play that 
transforms 
our under-
standing, 
the pure 
movement 
of dance – 
represent 
the trail of 
creativity 
that speaks 
to a differ-
ent part of 
our psyche. 

While the timely story of yesterday’s 
fire might line the litter box, my article 
might end up on the refrigerator. One was 
timely, the other, timeless. 

No one has ever put the argument better 
to me than poet, author and Celtic priest 
John O’Donohue, who is Da Vinci-like 
in his scholarship on the topic of beauty 
– eloquent in his exploration about why 
beauty matters terribly, and how it shapes 
nearly every aspect of culture, character 
and society.

This 6-foot 
bronze 
statue, Notre 
Renaissance 
Francaise, off 
the Nashua 
River near the 
Main Street 
bridge and 
Water Street 
in Nashua, 
pay homage 
to the French 
Canadian 
community 
and female 
millworkers 
who toiled 
in the textile 
mills along 
the river.
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NASHUA – A 35-year-old Nash-
ua man who allegedly injured a 
person known to him by carving 
letters into her back with a knife, 
a Pelham caregiver accused of 
neglecting, hitting, threatening, 
and biting her 89-year-old cli-
ent, and an 18-year-old Nashuan 
charged with slashing and stab-
bing two men are among local 
residents indicted by the Novem-

ber grand jury of Hillsborough 
County Superior Court South.

An indictment is not an indica-
tion, or proof of, guilt, but rep-
resents the Grand Jury’s deter-
mination that enough evidence 
exists for prosecutors to move 
the case forward in Superior 
Court.

Blake Colella, 35, of 4 Bel-
mont St., is facing three indict-
ments, including a Class A felony 
charge of first-degree assault 
and one Class B felony each of 

second-degree assault and crimi-
nal threatening-deadly weapon.

Colella is accused of knowing-
ly causing injury to a female by 
“carving letters into (her) back 
with a knife,” squeezing her neck 
with his hand, causing her to ex-
perience impeded breathing, and 
holding a knife against her face 
“immediately after threatening 
to ‘cave her face in’ and while 
calling her ‘a fat whore,’” on 
April 22 in Nashua.

Meanwhile, the grand jury 
handed down two felony and 
three misdemeanor “informa-
tion” indictments against the Pel-
ham woman, Stephanie Ntallas, 

54, of 99 Tallant Road.
Ntallas, described in the in-

dictments as the caregiver for 
an 89-year-old 
woman, was in-
dicted on one 
count each of 
criminal neglect 
of an elder adult, 
and criminal 
threatening, both 
Class B felonies, 
which accuse 
her of failing to 

provide the woman with medi-
cal care or medicine to treat an 
infection to an open wound on the 
elderly woman’s leg, and holding 

a knife “in a threatening manner 
towards” the woman.

The three “information” 
charges reflect three counts of 
simple assault, which are Class 
A misdemeanors. They accuse 
Ntallas of striking the woman 
with her hands, pulling her hair, 
and biting her, the indictments 
state. All the alleged incidents 
occurred between June 1 and 
Aug. 3 in Pelham.

In the case of the 18-year-old 
Nashua man, William Newman, 
of 24 Cox St., is facing three 
indictments, all on the Class A 

By DEAN SHALHOUP
Senior Staff Writer

Numerous local residents indicted in November
Courts | Allegations of elder neglect, stabbings, 
gun threats and sexual abuse highlight cases.

D. QUINCY WHITNEY

WHITNEY | PAGE 4

YOUTH | PAGE 4

COURTS | PAGE 4

NTALLAS


