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Granite Reflections
“We do not know what 

things look like, as you say, 
we know what things are 
like.  It must be a very lim-
ited thing, this seeing.”  

– Aunt Beast, Wrinkle in 
Time, Madeleine L’Engle

Seeing is believing – or not!
How did the “White” Moun-
tains get named?

“Common” knowledge 
suggests the name refers to 
snowcapped mountains.  The 
reality is different and deeper 
than snow.  “White” refers to 
the sunlight reflecting off the 
exposed faces on the moun-
tains. Naysayers claim this 
idea is a myth.  But last June, 

I took the Canon Mountain 
tramway on a glorious sunny 
day. As I walked the rim 
trail and looked out over the 
Franconia range – Mounts 
Lafayette, Lincoln, Little 
Haystack, and Mount Liberty 
– sure enough, the faces and 
cliffs shown shiny and bright 
– white! – from the mica 
imbedded in the granite.

This idea seems an apt way 
to begin a column that will 
traverse a lot of different 
trails; explore and explode 
some myths about what we 
think we know; and celebrate 
the ways in which we often 
hold on to “truths” that are 
not that at all.  My journey 

D. QUINCY WHITNEY

WHITNEY | PAGE 4

HOLLIS – “It’s not just about 
the robot,” said Sue Hay, tech 
teacher and head mentor for 
the FIRST Robotics Team 
1073 at Hollis Brookline High 
School.

Hollis Brookline is one of the 
first districts in New Hamp-
shire to have a robotics team 
in every school, and is taking 
strides to foster a love of sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math in the children of 
both towns with a growing 
STEM program.

For the 13th year in a row, 
HBHS will host over 20 teams 
of students ages 9-14 on Satur-
day for the FIRST Lego League 
Regional Competition, in which 
students will compete with 
their Lego robots.

FIRST, which stands for “For 
Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology,” was 
started in New Hampshire and 
has teams for children as old as 
18 and as young as 4.

In the FLL regional com-
petition, students in teams of 
15 (and usually decked out 
in funny hats or costumes) 
are tasked in September with 
creating a robot to complete 
a series of tasks related to a 
theme, moving through an 
obstacle course of sorts. This 
year’s theme is hydrodynamics, 
and will be judged by the high 
school FIRST Robotics Team 
members.

But, as Hay said, there’s 
more to the competition than 
just the robot.

The students are judged on 
the design and engineering of 
the robot and how they perform 
in the competitions, but also on 
a research project and “core 
values,” how well the students 
work together as a team. The 
team with the most cumulative 
points wins, and the top eight 
teams will have the opportunity 
to continue on to the state com-
petition, and then, hopefully, 
worlds.

The event begins at 9 a.m. in 
the HBHS gym, with the cham-
pionship match starting around 
1 p.m., Hay said.

There will be awards for the 

Robots invading HBHS

Students to battle in Saturday’s Lego competition
HANNAH LACLAIRE
Staff Writer
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Students at a previous competition ready their Lego robot to navigate an obstacle course.

NASHUA – The Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater 
Nashua will be helping local 
children this holiday season 
with the 31st annual Bids 
for Kids Holiday Auction. 

Sky Meadow Country 
Club in Nashua hosts the 
event on Dec. 2. It will fea-
ture live and silent auctions, 
the mysterious Sparkle and 
Shine raffle and Heads or 
Tails competition. 

“We will have a silent 
auction and then a spot-
light auction, which is kind 
of inbetween a silent and 
live auction,” Assistant De-
velopment Director Ash-
ley Fudala said. “The silent 
one is lower end items, 
spotlight has mid-level 
items and the live auction 
has items that would be 
worth more money.”

Registration begins at 
5:30 p.m. and Fudala said 
the event typically ends 
between 10-10:30 p.m. 

Complimentary wine, a 
surf and turf dinner and 
various auction items will 
be included at the event. 
Some of the auction items 
include trips, suite tickets, 
shopping experiences, lim-
ited edition sports memo-
rabilia, golf clubs, special 
packages, jewelry and art. 

“All of the money direct-
ly goes to supporting all 
of our programs,” Fudala 
said. 

She said it’s a great event 

By ADAM URQUHART
Staff Writer

BGCGN 
hosting 
holiday 
auction
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CONCORD (AP) – A com-
mission studying the future 
of New Hampshire’s ex-
panded Medicaid program 
is recommending that it 
continue for five years, but 
move toward a fully man-
aged care model in 2019.

After two years of work, 
a committee of lawmak-
ers, insurance officials and 
health care providers on 
Wednesday signed off on its 
final report, which will be 
used as the basis for legisla-
tion taken up next year.

The current expanded 
Medicaid program uses 
federal money to put about 
43,000 low-income people 
on private insurance, but 
it will end in December 
2018 if lawmakers don’t 

Group 
wants 
Medicaid 
extension
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